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Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a new branch of modern linguistics. It seeks 
to reveal the relationship between language and ideology which is hidden in public 
discourses from the perspective of linguistics, sociology, psychology and mass 
communication. 
China’s economic inflation is a core issue at home and abroad recently. The 
present study, adopting critical discourse analysis as its theoretical framework and 
analytic approach, makes a contrast analysis of China Daily and New York Times news 
reports on China’s economic inflation. 
First, the author introduces the development of CDA and main studies of CDA at 
home and abroad. The focus is Halliday’s systemic functional grammar and 
Faircough’s three-dimensional model. 
Then the news sample discourses are analyzed at three levels—text, discourse 
representation and social practice. At textual level, the samples are analyzed in terms 
of transitivity, classification and modality. At discourse representation level, the 
samples are analyzed in terms of intertextuality, which includes modes of 
representation, news sources and reporting verbs. At social practice level, the samples 
are analyzed in historical, cultural and political perspectives. The thesis tries to identify 
the similarities and differences between Chinese and American news reports on 
China’s economic inflation and explore the ideologies embedded in the reports.  
Finally the author draws the conclusion that there’re differences between Chinese 
and American news reports on China’s economic inflation. Chinese reports are more 
neutral and objective and American reports tend to be negative, which represents the 
different ideologies caused by political, historical and cultural influences. Besides, 
there are similarities, which are mainly attributed to the characteristics of the genre of 
news reports. 
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Chapter One  Introduction 
 
1.1 Motivation of the study 
Newspaper language is like the weatherglass of language changes. Due to the 
particular demands of the news reports, the newspaper language possesses some 
distinctive features. Therefore, it is a good way for English learners to read newspapers 
to enrich their language and cultural background of the target language and to keep up 
with the latest development of the language. When reading English news reports, 
however, readers may feel that those newspapers published in China (i.e. writer’s 
native language is not English) and those in the United States are apparently different 
from each other, although they use the same language—English. Moreover, simply 
being correct or incorrect in language does not cause the differences, and readers can 
perceive them, but might not know how to propose a quite definite explanation. Many 
learners even complain that native English newspapers are hard to understand even 
though they have mastered all the vocabulary. This phenomenon motivates the author 
to make a research to unveil the deep facet of the problem in reading newspapers.  
China’s economic growth and inflation has been a hot topic at home and abroad 
recently, accompanied by lots of reports in newspapers and other mass media. Thus the 
author would like to take this as the corpus of study in the perspective of critical 
discourse analysis, which is an effective way to illustrate the deep structure of 
discourses. 
 
Rationale for studying China’s economic inflation 
With rapid domestic economic development and active participation in 
international communication and cooperation, China has been gradually becoming a 
focus of attention in the international community and has been playing an increasingly 
important role in the process of promoting the world peace and development. China’s 
economic and social achievements since the beginning of reform and opening are 
unprecedented in global history. As China is gradually becoming a strong economic 
country, the western countries, especially the United States, watch closely the 













A Critical Discourse Analysis of Chinese and American News Reports on China’s Economic Inflation 
 2  
Though both U.S. and China have noted that the deepening of trade and economic 
cooperation is beneficial to both countries and the world as well, China’s economic 
development and general ascension in the world has, understandably, created much 
uncertainty for the world’s single superpower, the United States. It is asking what sort 
of international role China will play in the future. China wants a peaceful international 
environment in order for it to develop, and also would like to promote world peace 
through its development, while the U.S. is afraid that China’s economic development 
would menace the interests of the U.S. Therefore, there are lots of ‘China treat” 
propagandas in the interests of the United States, and the reports on China by the U.S 
are not so satisfactory. It can be easily found that China is always portrayed 
unfavorably in the U.S. mass media. 
In recent years, China’s economy is growing and developing in a fairly rapid way. 
Particularly in 2007, China’s GDP broke a new height. This is a good momentum in 
increasing peoples’ living level, and in boosting the social construction and peaceful 
environment. On the other hand, it is dangerous if the economy grows too fast, that is, 
if it is overheated, which will cause too much inflation accompanied by bad effects. In 
front of this situation, experts and economists keep a keen eye on the issue; 
government and leaders try to take marco control to direct the right way of the 
domestic economy. There appear many news reports related to China’s economic 
inflation at home and abroad. Therefore, the author pays attention to this hot social 
topic and takes it as the object of the thesis to further analyze the news reports in 
China Daily and New York Times.   
Another reason for choosing China’s economic inflation as the corpus is that there 
are few studies on economy. Most of the previous researches are concerned with 
politics, or a certain topic in specific settings related to politics. For example, 1968: 
The power of political jargon—a “Club -2” discussion by Ruth Wodak,  A 
Contrastive Analysis of Chinese and English Political News Discourse from a Critical 
Perspective by Gu Xiaomei, A Critical Discourse Analysis of American News Articles 
on Immigration by He Ting. Their studies show that there’s ideological differences 
connoted in the discourse related to political issues. Therefore, the author intends to 
find out whether there are similar differences in the view of critical discourse analysis 
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Rationale for adopting critical discourse analysis (CDA) 
The term “critical” used here especially seeks to understand the relationships 
between ideas and their social conditions of possible existence and to show up veiled 
connections between language, power and ideology. “Critical linguistics is a socially 
directed application of linguistic analysis, using chiefly concepts and methods 
associated with the ‘systemic-functional’ linguistics developed by M.A.K. Halliday; its 
basic claims are that all linguistic usage  encodes ideological patterns or discursive 
structures which mediate representations of the world in language; that different usages 
(e.g. different sociolinguistic varieties or lexical choices or syntactic paraphrases) encode 
different ideologies, resulting from their different situations and purposes; and that by 
these means language works as a social practice: it is not, as traditional linguistics claims, 
a transparent medium for communication about an objective world, not is it a reflection 
of a stable social structure, but it promulgates a set of versions of reality and thereby 
works as constantly operative part of social processes. “ (Fowelr, 1991: 89) 
Hence critical discourse analysis provides a good way to unveil the connections 
between language, power, and ideology. In this thesis, it is aimed to explain the 
differences between news reports related to China’s economic inflation in China Daily 
and New York Times, so as to arrive at the ideological reason hidden in the two 
countries. 
 
Rationale for doing contrastive analysis of samples from two different sources and 
countries 
“Contrastive linguistics” is also called “contrastive analysis” or “contrastive 
studies”. Generally speaking, these three terms are largely interchangeable, so some 
linguists, such as Carl James, thought that there is not any difference among them. 
However, some subtle distinctions do exist among these terms. “Contrastive 
linguistics” is an official term for a sub-discipline of linguistics consisting of 
theoretical and applied parts. This form prevails in Eastern Europe, China and some 
other parts of the world. As for “contrastive analysis” and “contrastive studies”, they 
can refer to comparison and contrast in any fields, such as political, economic or 
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usually refers to applied contrastive analysis with a pedagogic value. It usually predicts 
what language points will be difficulties for students to learn by adopting contrast 
between two or more languages. And this term is a regular term in the United States 
and the United Kingdom. “Contrastive studies” then is usually utilized to refer to 
theoretical or applied contrastive studies of two or more languages (Xu, 2001: 17). 
Therefore, in the present study, the three terms will be adopted alternately. 
This study of contrastive analysis will be helpful to learners of English to be 
conscious that differences do exist between English news reports in China’s English 
newspapers and native English ones, and hence they can gain the knowledge of the 
efficient methods of reading English newspapers and appreciate English news 
reporting from appropriate perspective. 
 
1.2 Significance of the study  
Economic and political significance 
The 21st century is an era of economy and information. With the advancement of 
modern communication, information plays an important role in people’s daily life. 
Undoubtedly, news is the channel that affects people’s daily life most. News is an 
essential means for people to know about the world. It informs us of the latest things 
that have happened or are happening all over the world. The knowledge of a foreign 
country is not available for most ordinary people by themselves, who rely heavily on 
news, movies, novels, and rumors. Of all these, news is perhaps the most objective for 
being timely, factual and impersonal. 
China and the United States, as two great countries in the globe, both have great 
impact on the world. The relationship between China and the United States deserves 
our special attention. Due to long distance in geography and great differences in 
history and culture, there must be some misunderstandings between the two countries, 
which greatly influence one country’s knowledge upon the other. And this would affect 
their views on the same issue, which can be represented in the news media’s portrayal, 
particularly in the United States’ news reports for Americans’ lack of adequate 
knowledge and their misunderstanding about China. With its fast domestic economic 
development and active participation in the international affairs, China has been 
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